
5 Objects in Contour, Positive and Negative, 
and Values 

 
 
 

 
My four personal objects                                           PixCell Deer #24 by Kohei Nawa 

 
 
Three major skills and aspects of drawing were explored through five objects that were significant to us. 
Four of the objects were personal objects, and one was a piece that we observed at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. The personal objects that I chose to draw and represent myself were my earphones, to 
represent my love of music, my backpack, for how it has become a part of my identity simply because of 
how much I use it and how useful it is in my everyday life, one of my favorite sweaters, to represent my 
sense of style and how that connects to other aspects of my life, and finally a cardboard box, which is not 
necessarily a personal object, but represents my desire to break out of typical ways of living and 
representing myself. Lastly, the object that I chose to include in this collection was a piece called Pixcell 
Deer #24 by Japanese artist Kohei Nawa. I chose to include this amongst my personal objects because deer 
are a common animal to see around the woods where I live in New Jersey. It reminds me of the 
environment that I live in and love at home. But I also loved the concept of such an intense and close 
relationship between nature and technology that was represented in this piece. 

  



 
                                   Contour Drawing, Ink on Bristol, 18″ x 24″ 

 
 
The first piece that was composed between these five objects was a contour drawing of all of them together. 
In this first piece I began to explore an important compositional theme that can be seen in the pieces that 
follow. I realized that, through its body shape and posture in the original piece, the deer possessed an ability 
to split each piece into nicely proportioned sections, and was able to act as a common object that would 
branch through each piece and bring different objects and sections together. This first contour drawing 
piece was also the piece that I was the most comfortable, since I have a lot of experience with drawing 
contours and shading with ink. 

  

 
   1.Preliminary sketch        
   2. In this first piece positive and negative space are represented white and black respectively 
   3. The second piece is an inverted version with the positive space in black and the negative space in white 
 
 
An exploration into positive and negative space was the next step in this learning process. I created a new 
composition for this part to really strike a balance between occupied and unoccupied space. It was 
definitely new and interesting to think of all of the objects as a sort of clumped mass spread out through a 
space rather than individual objects in a three dimensional arrangement. This project was also the first to 



implement Illustrator. I was already familiar with the three main tools needed to complete this project, 
which were the pen, stroke, and fill tools. 

 

 

Digital value piece without added textures or collage pieces                         Value Collage 
 
 
The final piece combined the previous two elements, contour lines and positive and negative space, in order 
to emphasize a third element of drawing and of art, and that is value. I tried to create a totally different 
composition with this piece, with each object generally separate from each other, represented in different 
perspectives, and in the case of the headphones, represented in an un-traditional form. Additional shapes 
were added to the composition in Illustrator in order to add more complexity, but also complement the 
relationship between the space in the piece and the objects. I tried to create a bit of perspective heading 
towards the deer using the shapes as well. This final process also saw the implementation of two Illustrator 
tools that were new to me. I used the Shape Builder and Pathfinder tools in order to create more complex 
combinations of shapes in the piece, which added to the abstraction that the overlaying shapes began. 

  



 
 
 
The summation of this projected resulted in a presentation of all the separate projects and explorations 
together. It was great to take just a few objects and spend a lot of time focusing on some of the simplest 
visual elements that they possess. Many times when I am drawing I do not spend much time, if any, truly 
focusing on the individual merits of each element of drawing and art in the composition that I am creating. 
This project was a healthy reminder and run through of some of the foundations of what any artist needs to 
construct a successful composition. I also gained some more experience with the Illustrator program, which 
was extremely helpful. Seeing all of the pieces together really helped demonstrate how much visual 
information exists in just a few objects, and how powerful and important that information can be if viewed 
through these essential artistic elements. 
 
	


